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WAR ITEMS. 

Enormous Levies of Soldiers. — In the spring of 1793, the French 
Convention levied 300,000 men, and early in August, 1,200,000 more; in 
all, 1,500,000, in less than six months, from a population of some 26,000,- 
000; — about one in seventeen, or one soldier to every third family! How 
long would it take such a process to exhaust a country both of its men and 
its property 1 

Sacrifice of Life in the War of La Vendee. — Every one knows 
something of this terrible war. It continued less than eight months ; but, 
though the whole territory contained a few years since only 800,000 inhab- 
itants, even a French Republican writer makes the sum total of its victims 
no less than 952,000, besides all that perished on the side of the Republi- 
cans. The statement, even from such a source, seems incredible ; but 
there is no end to the havoc of war. Considerably more than a million 
lives must have been sacrificed in the war of La Vendee, a small section of 
France, in little more than half a year ! 

How the War-System sustains Despotism. — " The whole energies 
of Russia," says Alison, " are turned towards the army. Commerce, the 
law, and all civil employments, are held in no esteem ; all the youth of any 
consideration betake themselves to the profession of arms. Immense mili- 
tary schools, in different parts of the empire, annually send forth the whole 
flower of the population to this dazzling career." 

Here is a recipe for despotism. Make war the chief business of a people, 
the military profession almost the only passport to wealth, or power, or 
fame, or social distinction ; and we see the natural result in the autocracy 
and serfdom of Russia. Every army, every military school, the entire war- 
system is an ally of despotism. The war system of Europe, transferred to 
this country, would ere-long crush our liberties. 

Effects of War on the Haeits of a People. — " The French Rev- 
olution," says Alison, " by opening the career of talent to all ranks indis- 
criminately, and affording the means of elevation in a peculiar manner to 
the most energetic and audacious characters, was eminently favorable to the 
growth of military prowess. The distress consequent on closing so many 
branches of industry, the agitation arising from the dissolution of all the 
bonds of society, the restless habits acquired by successful revolt, all con- 
spired to spread a taste for military exploit, and fill the ranks of the army 
with needy, but ardent adventurers. Such dispositions are always prevalent 
during civil dissensions, because it is the nature of such conflicts to awaken 
the passions, and disqualify for the habits of ordinary life. But they were 
in a special manner excited by the campaign of 1793, first by the call which 
resounded through France to defend the State, and next by the thirst for 
military glory which sprang up by the defeat of the invasion." 

Horrors of War by nominal Christians — late Chinese War. — 
Lieut. Ouchterlong, in his history of the late war of the English in China, 
gives the following description of a scene that awaited the English troops 
at the successful storming of Chin-ke-ang-too. In almost every deserted 
house, the children had been madly murdered. 

" The bodies of most of the hapless little children who had fallen sacri- 
fices to the enthusiasm and mad despair of their parents, were found lying 
within the houses, and usually in the chambers of the women, as if each 
father had assembled the whole of his family before consummating the 
dreadful massacre ; but many corpses of boys were lying in the streets, 
amongst those of horses and soldiers, as if an alarm had spread, and they 
had been stabbed while they had been attempting to escape from their ruth- 
less parents. In a few instances these poor little sufferers were found the 
morning after the assault, still breathing, the tide of life ebbing slowly away, 
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as they lay writhing in the agony of a broken spine, a mode of destruction 
so cruel that, but for the most certain evidence of its reality, it would not 
be believed. 

" In one of the houses, the bodies of seven dead and dying persons were 
found in one room, forming a group which, for loathsome horror, was 
perhaps unequalled. The house was evidently the abode of a man of some 
rank and consideration, and the delicate forms and features of the sufferers, 
denoted them as belonging to the higher order of Tartars. On the floor, 
essaying in vain to put food with a spoon into the mouths of two young 
children extended on a mattress, writhing in the agonies of death, caused 
by the dislocation of their spines, sat an old decrepid man, weeping bitterly 
as he listened to the piteous moans and convulsive breathings of the poor 
infants, while his eye wandered over the ghastly relics of mortality around 
him. 

" On a bed near the dying children, lay the body of a beautiful young 
woman, her limbs and apparel arranged as if in sleep. She was cold, and 
had been long dead. One arm clasped her neck, over which a silk scarf 
was thrown, to conceal the gash in her throat, which had destroyed life. 
Near her lay the corpse of a woman somewhat more advanced in years, 
stretched on a silk coverlet, her features distorted, and her eyes open and 
fixed, as if she had died by poison or strangulation. There was no wound 
upon the body, nor any blood upon her person or clothes. A dead child, 
stabbed through the neck, lay near her ; and in the narrow verandah adjoin- 
ing the room, were the corpses of two more women, suspended from the 
rafters by twisted cloths wound round their necks. They were both young 
— one quite a girl — and her features, in spite of the hideous distortion 
produced by the mode of her death, retained traces of their original heauty 
sufficient to show the lovely mould in which they had been cast. 

" In the death of the Tartar chief in command at this disastrous business, 
there was undoubtedly a savage grandeur ; and it has had its due share of 
praise ; but, if other actions of the man were known, this particular one 
might lose something of its gloomy lustre. His name was Har-ling. After 
haranguing his troops, he had mounted his horse, and placing himself at 
their head, led them to the ground upon which their desperate attack upon 
the 18th and 49th regiments was made ; thence seeing that the main defences 
of the town were in our possession, and that the day was irretrievably lost, 
he returned to his house, and calling for his secretary, desired him to bring 
his official papers into a small room adjoining an inner court of the building, 
where deliberately seating himself, and causing the papers with a quantity 
of wood to be piled up around him, he dismissed the secretary, set fire to 
the funeral pile, and perished in the flames. In the apartment where this 
strange example of barbarian heroism had been enacted, Mr. Morrison found 
among some heaps of ashes and half-consumed wood, evidences of the awful 
sacrifice which had been so determinedly consummated, amply sufficient to 
corroborate the tale of his informant. The skull of the General was yet 
unconsumed, and the bones of the thighs and feet, though partially calcined, 
retained enough of their original form and appearance to be recognized. 
The floor of the room was paved, and the flames had consequently not 
extended beyond the pile of fuel. Thus perished this brave man, whose 
devotion to his country rendered him, to quote the words of Sir Henry 
Pottinger's proclamation, ' worthy of a nobler and a better fate.' " 

Influence of War on Health. — A late English writer, in a work on 
Health, says, " 1 cannot refrain from adverting to a subject which, though 
perhaps not obviously, is really closely connected with that of health, — I 
mean war — war, the greatest curse of the human race, from the earliest, up 
to the present time ; — war, which, though doubtless incidentally and remotely 
often the cause of good, according to that beautiful law of compensation 
which prevails throughout human affairs, is yet always in its immediate 
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influence destructive of all that constitutes the happiness and true dignity of 
our nature. Especially is it productive of the most injurious effects upon 
health — not merely upon the health of those who are actually engaged in 
warfare, but also upon that of all who come within the sphere of its action. 
Our country has long been happily exempt from the scourge of war ; and 
we therefore have a less vivid impression of its evils than those whose 
countries have been devastated by it, laid waste by famine and pestilence — 
the health of their inhabitants undermined by privations of every sort, and 
by the gloomy anxieties that necessarily attend the waging of war near 
their dwellings. 

" I have myself seen more than most persons of the miseries occasioned 
by war ; as I was employed at Haslar hospital, as a medical officer, during 
the busiest period of the last war, when the hospital was generally filled 
with the sick and wounded, brought home from various parts of the world, 
after the battle of Trafalgar, the siege of Walcheren, and the battle of 
Corunna. 

" It is greatly to be desired that moTe correct and^distinct ideas upon this 
subject were entertained, so that the blind and ignorant desire for war, felt 
and expressed by so many, both in our own and in other countries, might be 
repressed and replaced by more benevolent and rational views. Those men, 
moreover, who exert themselves to maintain peace, — who follow truth and 
reason in spite of opposition and obloquy — who risk power and place rather 
than desert their pure and lofty principles, are deserving of the respect and 
love of all men." 

Addition to the Military Oath in Russia. — " The Government at 
Warsaw has added to the form of the oath to be taken by Israelite recruits 
on their joining the army, the following strong clause :• — ■' I swear to be 
faithful to my standard, and never desert it, even should, the Messiah come 
upon earth.' " 

Aeolition of Duelling in German Universities. — " In these uni- 
versities, duels have heretofore been very frequent, though not often fatal ; 
and so far did the mania proceed, that even theological students, men in a 
course of preparation to become ambassadors of the Prince of Peace, used, 
like others, to fight duels. At length, however, the students of Heidelberg 
have abolished this custom among themselves, and have decided that hence- 
forward all differences that may arise amongst them, are to be decided by a 
jury of honor, composed of ten of their comrades, chosen by the two adver- 
saries. The Gazette of Konigsberg publishes a proclamation, addressed to 
the students of the University of that city, urging them to abolish the prac- 
tice of duelling, as had done the students of Heidelberg, and to establish 
courts of honor for the settlement of their quarrels. Similar steps towards 
this object had previously been taken on the occasion of the commemoration 
of the foundation of the University, but without success. Konigsberg is 
one of the cities of Germany where duels are most frequent." A hopeful 
movement ; for students who have in disgust given up duelling, will be very 
likely, after entering on their career as public men, to abandon and oppose 
the kindred practice of war, the duel of nations. 

A new and better Path or Ambition for the great. — " Prince 
Frederick Charles of Prussia is the first prince of royal blood in Europe 
whose tastes have led him to follow any other career than that of arms or 
the church. Only sixteen years of age, he shows the most serious disposi- 
tion to study. Conceiving that henceforth the rule of the sword is to yield 
to the empire of reason, he feels that the sons of kings, to render them- 
selves worthy of becoming sovereigns, should raise their minds to a level 
with their high position. He has therefore declared his determination to 
turn all his attention to the civil functions of royalty, and apply all his facul- 
ties in learning how to govern a country so as to render it happy." 
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Results of Missions — Converts. — The missions from the United 
States, including those in Texas, numbered at the last accounts, 33,259, 
and those from Europe, 139,974 ; in all, 173,233. Some of these missions 
have been in operation nearly half a century ; and, making the liberal sup- 
position that the converts for the last fifteen years have been equal to the 
whole number above stated, the result would give an average of 11,500 
converts a year. 

Now, look at the probable result of the war-system in destroying the souls 
of men. It is impossible to ascertain the precise number of standing war- 
riors among nominal Christians ; but, since those of Russia alone are nearly 
a million, and those of Austria half that number or more, the sum total for 
all Christendom cannot be less than 3,000,000. These millions are not so 
well provided with the means of grace as our seamen themselves, the neg- 
lect of whose spiritual interests has been so ruinous to their souls ; and, if 
we reckon the life of a soldier in a time of peace, not at only three years 
as in war, but at ten or even twenty years, the last supposition would send 
of the three millions no less than 150,000 every year to their final account ! 
How many of these are, under the present war-system of Christendom, 
prepared for heaven 1 How many are fearfully ripened for perdition ! If 
only one in ten, the number would be greater than all our converts among 
the heathen. What a destroyer of souls is war. 



ITEMS OF PEACE INTELLIGENCE. 

How the Friends of Peace work in England. — In looking over the 
Herald of Peace for February, the organ of the London Peace Society, we 
found in that record of one month's operations, notices of more than fifty 
lectures, or public meetings for discussion on the subject, in England atone, 
nearly all by volunteers in the cause, — a pretty good proof of their zeal. One 
of these self-moved lecturers, after reporting fourteen lectures in nine places, 
adds, " The lectures have been well attended, and in many places converts 
have been made to peace principles. Indeed, they are so true, Christian, 
and glorious, that 1 wonder how any one can repudiate them. I intend to 
pursue my labors. The cause is that of universal man. It contains no 
partyism. It knows nothing of sects. Peace principles, like the benevo- 
lence of their Great Author, comprehend the whole human family. I love 
them. They are pure, just, merciful, sanctifying. Oh, that all held them. 
If this were the case, angels would soon rejoice over a happy, virtuous, 
redeemed, and holy world." 

Reception of a Peace Remonstrance in Hayti. — The London Peace 
Society, on learning the civil commotions in Hayti, sent a strong, but judi- 
cious and conciliatory address to the government and people, signed by 
some of the best names in England. It was received with signal favor. 
The papers on the island copied it ; and the government caused twelve 
thousand copies to be printed, and sent into every part of the Republic. 
Blessed are the peace-makers." 

The Public Mind turning to the Subject of Peace. — The British 
and Foreign Institute, a literary and scientific association, announce, as 
subjects of discussion at three of their meetings this year, the following 
topics : — 1. Employment for Naval and Military Officers during Peace. 
2. Substitution of Courts of Honor to prevent Duelling. 3. The Practi- 
cability of settling National Disputes without War. 

The English Press becoming an Ally of Peace. — The London 
Herald of Peace quotes a number both of newspapers and periodicals that 

ave enlisted in behalf of this cause, and mentions a variety of publications 
on the subject not connected with any peace societies. One is a Peace 
Reading Book for Schools, and another a volume by P. B. Duncan, A. M., 



